
Forster’s Tern (FOTE)
Nesting Stage Guide



Stage 0 – Pre-nesting stage, birds at or near colony, 
courtship, mating, roosting.
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Stage 1 – Egg laying or incubation, adult on nest for 
long periods, standing to turn eggs. Numbers of eggs 
will almost always be "unknown", but numbers of nests 
at stage one can be estimated from adult activity.

Photo Credit: Winnebago Conservation Photography
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Stage 2 – Downy chicks in nest or colony, watch for 
feeding or adults standing.
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Stage 3 – Larger, at least partially feathered chicks, 
adults near.

Photo Credit: Tom Merigan



Stage 3 – Larger, at least partially feathered chicks, 
adults near.

Photo Credit: Tom Merigan



Stage 3 – Larger, at least partially feathered chicks, 
adults near.

Photo Credit: Tom Merigan



Photo Credit: Steve Baranoff

Stage 3 – Larger, at least partially feathered chicks, 
adults near.



Photo Credits: See previous slides

Stage 3 – Larger, at least partially feathered chicks, 
adults near.



Photo Credit: Tom Grey

Stage 4 – Fledging young, fully feathered chicks in 
colony.
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